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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for acceptance testing a fieldbus component configuration program 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of simulated inputs to a fieldbus component 
configuration program; and 

comparing an output from the fieldbus component configuration program 
to a predetermined output. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating the plurality of simulated inputs. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the fieldbus component configuration program 
relates to an actuator-sensor interface network. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining if the fieldbus component configuration program output is 

faulty. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

logging a faulty fieldbus component configuration program output. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

logging information obtained from the fieldbus component configuration 
program. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing to a user a log comprising a faulty fieldbus component 
configuration program output. 
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with at least one master. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with at least one master comprising an out of range version number. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with a control line between a PLC and at least one master. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with at least one slave. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of simulated inputs comprises inputs 
associated with a plurality of slaves. 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of simulated inputs comprises inputs 
associated with a plurality of possible of slave profiles. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of simulated inputs comprises inputs 
associated with a plurality of possible types of slave. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with an unknown type of slave. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of simulated inputs comprises inputs 
associated with a plurality of possible slave failures. 

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of simulated inputs comprises inputs 
associated with a movement of slaves among various available addresses on a 
network. 
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18. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with a PLC process control program communicable with masters and slaves. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the simulated inputs is associated 
with at least one user input to said configuration program. 

20. An acceptance tester adaptable to test a fieldbus component configuration 
program, said tester comprising: 

a simulator adapted to provide a plurality of simulated inputs to a fieldbus 
component configuration program; and 

a comparator adapted to compare an output from the fieldbus component 
configuration program to a predetermined output. 

21. A system comprising: 

a configuration program adapted to configure fieldbus components; and 
an acceptance tester adapted to evaluate an output of said configuration 
program relatable to at least one simulated input to said configuration program. 

22. A machine-readable medium storing instructions for activities comprising: 

providing a plurality of simulated inputs to a fieldbus component 
configuration program; and 

comparing an output from the fieldbus component configuration program 
to a predetermined output. 
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23. A system adaptable to test a fieldbus component configuration program, 
comprising: 

means for providing a plurality of simulated inputs to a fieldbus 
component configuration program; and 

means for comparing an output from the fieldbus component configuration 
program to a predetermined output. 
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